
Signs Of Lead And Zinc Poisoning In Parrots
Know how to recognize signs of lead and zinc poisoning in your bird before it’s too late
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Take steps to remove items that could potentially contain lead and zinc from your bird's area. 

Clinical signs of lead and/or zinc poisoning in birds may include: lethargydepressiondecreased appetitechronic weight
lossweakness (as evidenced by droopy wings)diarrhea regurgitationincreased urinationataxiaanemiablindnesscirclinghead
tremorshead tiltseizures or death 

In some cases, especially in Amazon parrots and African grey parrots, there may be reddish urine, possibly due to plant
pigments, called porphyrins, or perhaps hemoglobin. Zinc tends to cause problems targeting the kidneys primarily. 

Common clinical signs include: increased urinationincreased water consumptionGI problems (difficulty
swallowing)depressionweight lossdiarrheahigh blood sugarbluish mucous membranesseizureslack of coordination and
death


